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In August 1999 the Water Resources Commission (WRC) adopted Performance 
Standards for applications for approval of an interbasin transfer.  The Performance 
Standards are intended to measure whether the criteria for effective water conservation 
and management programs required by the Interbasin Transfer Act and regulations are 
met.  The WRC defined a two-year transition period until August 12, 2001 after which, 
any applications received should be in compliance with the standards at the time of 
approval. 
 
It is the policy of the Water Resources Commission that: 
 
A. The WRC may approve applications when the criteria, as measured by the 
Performance Standards, have not been fully met under these conditions: 
1. If the actions to meet the standards and appropriate deadlines are included as part of 
an enforcement order or emergency declaration issued by the Department of 
Environmental Protection  
2. If local conditions make it infeasible to meet a particular performance standard.  In 
these cases, the proponent should explain why that standard cannot be met, 
demonstrate an alternate method of meeting the intent of the criteria, and document 
any efforts that have been undertaken in order to comply with the standard. 
 
B. The Performance Standards require that applicants take specific actions and 
provide documentation of those actions. 
 If documentation is not provided, the application will be judged incomplete until such 
time as the documentation is provided. 
 In cases where the applicant clearly has not taken the action required by the 
Performance Standards, the proponent will be discouraged from applying until the 
standard is met.   
 If an applicant does not meet the performance standards, is not under an enforcement 
order or emergency declaration, or cannot justify noncompliance due to local 
conditions, as described above, but decides to apply never-the-less, the application 
will be denied.  If other criteria are met, the proponent can reapply once the 
performance standards are met. 
 
